
1 
 

How Features in Reno’s Old Southwest Acquired the Newlands Name: 
A Brief History 

 
Compiled by Alicia Barber, PhD and ZoAnn Campana, MPS 

 
 
NOTE: The goal of this document is solely to provide background information and resources to help 
explain how and when physical features in Reno’s Old Southwest acquired the Newlands name, in the 
context of the neighborhood’s physical development. It is not a description or an assessment of Francis 
G. Newlands’ deplorable views on race, nor does it seek to interpret the connection of the naming to 
those views. It should be consulted in conjunction with other sources providing additional information 
about Francis G. Newlands and the neighborhood, including the Newlands Historic District’s National 
Register Nomination Form, available here: http://shpo.nv.gov/uploads/documents/16000912.pdf. 
Further information on Francis G. Newlands, including his views on race, can also be found in William D. 
Rowley’s, Reclaiming the Arid West: The Career of Francis G. Newlands. Information in parentheses 
refers to sources included at the end of the document, starting on page 9. 
 
 
Places on the landscape, like streets, buildings, and parks, are given individual or family names for 
various reasons, including the following: 
 

• To honor a person and/or his or her accomplishments (i.e. McCarran Boulevard)  

• To reflect the original owner or developer of a property or area (i.e. Plumb Lane)  

• To signify a financial transaction, like a donation (i.e. The William N. Pennington Student 
Achievement Center) 

• To refer to another geographical feature or area already known by the same name (i.e. “Old 
Virginny Finney” -> Virginia City -> Virginia Street -> Virginia Lake -> Virginia Lake Park) 

 
With respect to the Newlands name in Reno, many of these reasons apply. People and entities named 
Newlands with connections to places in Reno where the name appears include Senator Francis G. 
Newlands, the Newlands Company that he co-founded in 1903, and other members of the Newlands 
family. After Francis G. Newlands died in 1917, his family members, including his widow, children, and 
nephew, lived and/or conducted much more business in Reno through the Newlands Company and gave 
numerous donations of land and services to the City. The entire vicinity was also informally referred to 
by the Newlands name by the early 1900s (NSJ 7/1/1905). 
 
 

WHERE “NEWLANDS” APPEARS ON RENO’S LANDSCAPE 
 
The Newlands name is found on several features in Reno’s Old Southwest, including the following: 
 

• Newlands Park, the city park spanning both sides of California Avenue at its summit.  

• The Francis G. Newlands memorial tablet in the southern portion of Newlands Park. 

• Newlands Circle, the semi-circular street surrounding the southern edge of Newlands Park. 

• Stone pillars topped with the name Newlands Manor.  
 
 

http://shpo.nv.gov/uploads/documents/16000912.pdf
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NEWLANDS PARK 
 

• Property purchased by Francis G. Newlands ca. 1900. 
• In 1920, three years after Senator Newlands died, his survivors deeded to the City of Reno a 

parcel of land for “a memorial to Francis G. Newlands [and] a public park and playground.”  
• The Newlands family retained a close relationship to the park, donating funds to move the 

park’s power lines underground in 1930. 
• Contributing resource to the Newlands Historic District as a designed landscape. 

 
Newlands Park includes two parcels: one comprising the half-circle between Newlands Circle and 
California Avenue, and the other fronting the edge of the bluff on the north side of California Avenue, 
offering views of the Truckee River and northwest Reno.  
 
The history of Newlands Park is related to three intertwined circumstances: the ownership by the 
Newlands family of significant amounts of property; the real estate activities of the Newlands Company; 
and donations of land and civic improvements by the Newlands family after Francis G. Newlands died.  
 

 
 

Newlands Park, southern portion (National Register nomination) 
 
Francis G. Newlands moved to Reno in 1889 when he purchased fifteen acres at the top of the bluff on 
the south side of the Truckee River in order to build a personal residence for his family.  The Senator 
Francis G. Newlands House, a National Historic Landmark, was the first structure erected in the area.   
 
Newlands represented Nevada in the U.S. House of Representatives beginning in 1893 and in the U.S. 
Senate beginning in 1903. That same year he formally entered the real estate business, co-founding the 
Newlands Company with six other individuals (REG 9/17/1903). He eventually purchased hundreds of 
acres of land in the Reno area that he lived on or sold, or that the Newlands Company either developed 
itself or sold to other land developers. The land development efforts of the Newlands Company in Reno 
and elsewhere were closely associated with the principles of the City Beautiful movement. 
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Before Francis G. Newlands’ death in 1917, the Newlands Company, with Newlands as President, 
developed lots on portions of the property east of Nixon Avenue, including the subdivisions named 
Riverside Heights, Rio Vista Heights, and the Marker Tract (see Overview of Subdivisions).   
 
At the time of his death, the area on either side of California Avenue west of Nixon Avenue, at the top of 
the bluff, was still mostly undeveloped aside from the Newlands family personal residence and the 
Nixon Mansion, which occupied land Newlands had sold to Senator George S. Nixon. California Avenue 
was not yet improved west of Nixon Avenue, and the western city limits were near the current Keystone 
Avenue. 
 
The Newlands Company continued to develop property in Reno, led primarily by the Senator’s nephew, 
James Newlands, Jr.  Around 1919, the company decided to plat and offer for sale additional parcels at 
the top of the bluff, to the west and south of the Newlands residence. Those parcels became part of the 
Newlands Terrace subdivision, a tract that included Newlands Park. 
 
The idea to make Newlands Park a city park was fully integrated with the creation of Newlands Terrace 
and closely coordinated with Reno city government, which agreed to accept the park as a memorial to 
Senator Newlands just a few years after his death. The idea was apparently first discussed publicly at a 
Reno City Council meeting attended by Senator Newlands’ nephew, James Newlands, Jr.,  in November 
of 1919, when as the Reno Evening Gazette reported, the idea was raised to dedicate “the point of the 
hill for park purposes,” a circular piece 200 feet in diameter,  as it “was the desire of the Newlands 
family to have some sort of lasting memorial to the late Senator Newlands established in Reno.” Dr. H. 
Johnson, speaking on behalf of the family, suggested that “The Newlands Company should dedicate the 
land, the city to build and maintain the park” (REG 11/18/1919). 
 
 

 
 

Newlands Park, northern portion (National Register nomination) 

 
Reporting on the same meeting, Reno’s second paper, the Nevada State Journal, explained that the 
family had been “considering this memorial as a private enterprise” but that it had “been practically 
decided to give up the idea.” Once the suggestion was made in the meeting to dedicate the circular plot 
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as a city park, the reporter wrote, “The suggestion met with the approval of members of the council and 
the Newlands family will be so advised. From this point, a wonderful view of the Truckee and the 
majestic mountains flanking it on both sides is available” (NSJ 11/18/1919). 
 
The subdivision, Newlands Terrace, with the park as its visual anchor, was formally platted in 1920. The 
deed transferring Newlands Park to the City was also drawn up in 1920. Identifying as the donors 
Senator Newlands’ widow, Edith McAllister Newlands, her daughters Edith Newlands Johnston and Janet 
Newlands Johnston, and Janet’s husband, William B. Johnston (“parties of the first part”) and dated June 
26, 1920, the deed contained specific language about their intent: 
 

“That it is the desire of the parties of the first part herein, to create in the city of Reno, a 
memorial to Francis G. Newlands, and to be held by the party of the second part in trust, 
forever, as a trustee for the people of the city of Reno, as a public park and playground, 
and the parties of the first part, do by these presents grant and convey to the party of 
the second part, for the purposes above mentioned, all of the following described 
pieces or parcels of land….” (see Newlands Park Deed, detail) 

 
This arrangement was from that point mutually agreed upon, although the transfer of property was not 
formally completed until the receipt by the city of the deed for the park parcels in 1923. By the time of 
the formal platting of the Newlands Terrace tract in 1920, plans for the park had already been drawn up 
by M. W. Porter of San Francisco, identified as a “landscape artist.” The plan envisioned “a circular park 
with retaining walls, terraced lawn, walks, and ornamental seats.” A contract for initial work on the park 
went out for bid in August of 1920 (REG 8/16/1920). 
 
The park was said to be nearly completed when Newlands Terrace began advertising lots for sale in 1922 
(see Advertisement for Newlands Terrace subdivision). It was clearly marked on the map as a prominent 
feature of the subdivision. Six large prime lots between California Avenue and the Truckee River were 
available for purchase between the Nixon Mansion and Newlands Park with other parcels available on 
the south side of California Avenue. 
 
 

 
 

Inset of advertisement for Newlands Terrace Subdivision, Reno Evening Gazette, April 7, 1922 
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When the park deed was finally received by the city in 1923, Francis G. Newlands’ nephew, James 
Newlands, Jr. wrote that he wanted to complete the transaction while the sitting City Council was still 
serving their terms “inasmuch as the idea originated with the body now in office” (REG, 5/8/1923). It is 
worth noting that the city named the new park Newlands Park rather than Francis G. Newlands Park. In 
contrast, Wingfield Park was given the full name of George Wingfield Park after its namesake donated 
that property to the city in 1920 (REG 1/27/20). 
 
Although the Senator’s family had donated the park to the city, the Newlands family retained a close 
relationship to it. Francis G. Newlands’ daughter, Janet Newlands Johnston, and her husband had moved 
into the Nixon Mansion in 1922, returning to the family the property that her father’s company had sold 
to Senator Nixon in 1906. Janet and her family retained ownership of that house and a physical presence 
in Reno until her death in 1965.  They also contributed significantly to beautifying the neighborhood and 
park including donations to help move the park’s power lines underground in 1930 (NSJ 9/23/1930). 
 
 

THE FRANCIS G. NEWLANDS MEMORIAL TABLET 
 

• Memorial tablet erected in Newlands Park in 1923. 
• Tablet states Francis G. Newlands’ birth and death dates. 
• Originally included bronze relief of Newlands’ image, which is no longer extant.  
• Biblical inscription is from Isaiah and references Newlands’ reclamation work in Nevada. 
• Contributing resource to the Newlands Historic District as a landscape element. 

 
In keeping with the family’s stated intent for Newlands Park to serve as a memorial to Francis G. 
Newlands, a granite memorial tablet was erected in the southern portion of the park in 1923.  
 

 
 

Francis G. Newlands memorial tablet (National Register nomination) 

 
Directly below the pediment are Senator Newlands’ birth and death dates, 1848 and 1917 respectively, 
which are separated by a rounded space that once featured a bronze circle depicting Newlands’ profile. 
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The bronze circle has since been stolen. The quote below it is a Biblical excerpt from the 32nd and 35th 
chapters of Isaiah and reads: 
 
 

“IN MEMORIAM 

FRANCIS GRIFFITH NEWLANDS 

IN THE WILDERNESS SHALL 

WATERS BREAK OUT AND 

STREAMS IN THE DESERT. 

THE DESERT SHALL REJOICE 

AND BLOSSOM AS THE ROSE. 

MOUNTAINS AND HILLS SHALL 

BREAK FORTH BEFORE YOU 

INTO SINGING AND A HIGHWAY 

SHALL BE THERE AND A WAY 

FOR WAYFARING MEN. THE 

PEOPLE SHALL DWELL IN 

QUIET AND ASSURANCE 

FOREVER.” 
 

The quote subtly references Newlands’ work promoting legislation funding federal reclamation projects 
to enable expanded agriculture throughout the American West.  Specifically, Newlands “sponsored the 
Reclamation Act of 1902, which eventually established major irrigation projects in 20 states within the 
arid American West” (National Register nomination, Section 8, p. 86).  
 
According to the Reno Evening Gazette, “The inscription is a fitting reminder of the long years spent by 
the senator in promoting the development of the West by means of irrigation through the medium of 
the federal government, his greatest interest having been in the Truckee-Carson project, now renamed 
the Newlands project, in his memory” (REG 4/13/1923). 
 
The memorial tablet is designated as a contributing resource to the Newlands Historic District as a 
designed element of the landscape. 
 
 

NEWLANDS CIRCLE 
 

• Street planned as part of Newlands Terrace subdivision. 
• Francis G. Newlands’ daughter, Janet Newlands Johnston, commissioned the design of three 

houses circling the park in 1922 (current addresses: 1 Newlands Circle, 2 Newlands Circle, 3 
Newlands Circle). 

• Reno City Council passed a resolution to name the thoroughfare Newlands Circle in 1926, 
referring the resolution to the streets committee. 

• Newlands Circle accepted as the official street name by 1927. 

 
The short street now called Newlands Circle was planned as part of the Newlands Terrace subdivision to 
curve around the south end of Newlands Park.  It was Francis G. Newlands’ daughter Janet Newlands 
Johnston who commissioned the design and construction of the three houses that border it.  
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In September 1922 it was reported that Johnston had “planned and has in the course of construction a 
group of houses circling the park” designed by noted Santa Barbara architects Kirkhuff and Schaaf. The 
houses and their grounds were to be completely constructed and finished before offering them to 
buyers. As the reporter wrote, “The architect’s purpose was to produce a grouping of houses artistically 
related to one another and to the scenic setting which is the bluff above the Truckee River with a view 
of the valley to all points and the mountains” (NSJ 9/8/1922). These three houses, located at 1, 2, and 3 
Newlands Circle, front Newlands Circle Park and evoke the French Renaissance Revival style. 
 
The semicircular street between the houses and Newlands Park actually lacked its own name until 1926. 
Before that, the addresses had been labeled as California Avenue. In 1926, City Councilman Sam Frank 
introduced a resolution “authorizing the council to designate a street which swerves off California 
Avenue at the crest of the hill to the south and describes a circle back to California avenue as “Newlands 
Circle” (REG 9/28/1926). The resolution was referred to the street committee, which apparently 
accepted it as it was called Newlands Circle by 1927. 
 
 

NEWLANDS MANOR PILLARS 
 

• Newlands Manor subdivision developed by W.E. Barnard’s Nevada Developers in 1927. 
• Pillars mark the entrance to the Newlands Manor tract along Nixon Avenue, signifying the 

boundary between it and the Marker Tract to the east. 
• Pillars also serve as street markers for Nixon Avenue, John Fremont Drive, La Rue Avenue, 

Manor Drive, and Donner Drive. 
• Contributing resources to the Newlands Historic District as landscape elements. 

 
Newlands Manor is one of six subdivisions that make up the Newlands Historic District. By the mid-
1920s multiple tracts in the area carried the Newlands name. They included Newlands Heights (1920) 
and Newlands Terrace (built in four stages beginning in 1920).  
 

 
 

Newlands Manor Pillars (National Register nomination) 
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Newlands Manor was established by Nevada Developers, Inc. in 1927 (REG 7/28/1927).  Nevada 
Developers, headed by W.E. Barnard, was one of the development partners that purchased land from 
the Newlands Company and readied lots for sale. Through that arrangement, the Newlands Company 
typically “assumed the role of subdividing property, laying out plats and improving the site before selling 
to prospective homeowners, builders, and speculators. The Newlands Company also laid out lots and 
rights-of-way to reflect City Beautiful and Garden City ideals” (National Register nomination, Section 8, 
p. 90).  
 
The Nevada Development Company then “served as a community developer and contractor, 
constructing homes, planting trees, imposing deed restrictions, and installing stone pillars at each 
intersection along Nixon Avenue to signify entry to Newlands Manor” (National Register nomination, 
Section 8, p. 90). 
 
The stone pillars are entrance markers designating the eastern boundaries of the Newlands Manor 
subdivision. The pillars were installed on streets entering the tract before any of the houses in the 
subdivision were built in order to differentiate it from the others around it. They are found on the west 
side of Nixon Avenue and mark the entrances to Newlands Manor on the corners of Donner Drive, John 
Fremont Drive, La Rue Avenue, and Manor Drive. 
 
The pillars are constructed of granite topped with scrolled iron markers reading “Newlands Manor.” 
They are designated as contributing resources to the Newlands Historic District. 
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SOURCES MENTIONED IN PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS 

 

 

Nevada State Journal, July 1, 1905  

 

 
 

Reno Evening Gazette, September 17, 1903 
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Overview of subdivisions within the Newlands Historic District (Summit Envirosolutions, Inc.) 
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Reno Evening Gazette, November 18, 1919 
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Nevada State Journal, November 18, 1919 
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Newlands Park Deed, detail 
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Reno Evening Gazette, August 16, 1920 
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Advertisement for Newlands Terrace subdivision, Reno Evening Gazette, April 7, 1922 
 



16 
 

 
 

Reno Evening Gazette, May 8, 1923 
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Reno Evening Gazette, January 27, 1920 
 

 

Nevada State Journal, September 23, 1930 
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Reno Evening Gazette, April 13, 1923 
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Nevada State Journal, September 8, 1922 
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Reno Evening Gazette, September 28, 1926 
 
 

 
 

Reno Evening Gazette, July 28, 1927 
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Reno Evening Gazette, September 7, 1927 


